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TITLE: AN IDENTITY OF GRACE
"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye
are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that,
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen
of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as
of one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not
meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But
by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon
me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore whether it were I or
they, so we preach, and so ye believed." (1 Corinthians 15:1–11)

INTRODUCTION

HOW GR ACE IS RECEIVED
1. The Gospel Is Declared

2. The Gospel Is Received
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.—Romans 1:16
3. Souls Are Saved

1. The

                   

of Grace

"And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." (Ephesians 4:32)

A.

                        
CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS
"I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my
heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. 15 My
strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my
jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. 16 For dogs
have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me:
they pierced my hands and my feet." (Psalm 22:14–16)
"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all." (Isaiah 53:5–6)

CHRIST WAS BURIED
"He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
commanded the body to be delivered. 59 And when Joseph had
taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 And laid
it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and
he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed."
(Matthew 27:58–60)

B.

                        
CHRIST’S RESURRECTION
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To
an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you," (1 Peter 1:3–4)
"Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification." (Romans 4:25)

OUR RESURRECTION
"Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life." (Romans 6:4)

2. The
A. Grace

                   

of Grace

                         the Past

"And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time
there was a great persecution against the church which was at
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the
regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 3 As for Saul,
he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and
haling men and women committed them to prison." (Acts 8:1, 3)
"And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I
persecuted them even unto strange cities. 14 And when we were all
fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying
in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 15 And I said, Who
art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest."
(Acts 26:11, 14–15)
"Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound:" (Romans 5:20)
Quote: “The cross is the lightning rod of grace that short-circuits
God’s wrath to Christ so that only the light of His love remains
for believers.”—A.W. Tozer

B. Grace

                         a New Identity

ESTABLISHED IDENTITY
ETERNAL IDENTITY
"To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
accepted in the beloved." (Ephesians 1:6)

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new."
(2 Corinhains 5:17, 21)

3. The
A. The

                   

of Grace

                                of Grace

"For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 4 For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." (Romans 8:13–15)

B. The

                                of Grace

GRACE LEADS TO GODLINESS
"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?" (Romans 6:1–2)
"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof. 13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God." (Romans 6:12–13)

GRACE LEADS TO LABOR
"And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work:" (2 Corinthians 9:8)

TAKE AWAY

